Lighting & Heating in the village. I9I3- I991

Lighting was obtained by either candles or parafing lamps, usaualy one was
stood onthe table with a tall pillar & containing a double burner. The glass
around the burners had to be cleaned every day & the wick trimmed. Cne had to
turn up the wick very little to start with as it could crack the lamp glass
A ver useful lamp called the Tilley-gave a more powerful light & consisted of
a small mantle, this was a very fragile fitting & when 1lit - i3 was pumped up
to a preasure to retain the light. candles were used mostly for going to bhed
& a candle stick was used with a small handle to hold it.
Heating was by parrafin for either a double burner (Beautrix
& a primus for cooking or frying etc, this had a small area a
+ in the area around the burner, when this had burnt out
' ! d a pump was i t
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The idea of the batteries was at II oclock each nightthe engine was stopped &

the current collected from them untill early morning when the engine was started
to recharge them . If more than usual people were useing the eleciricty during

the night in the morning Jjust a glow was obtained from the light bulb.
Very few people in those days Bad az cooker so mostly the electricty was for light
The supply was carried cut by Messrs Christy of Chelmsford & Sam James had the

job of looking afte@ the engine & its maintenance. All the poles carrying th
wires inthe village were made of steel. when anyone came in contact with this D.C
current it pushed one away with a nasty jolt not like todays y/c current whibh

hold you.

When alternatéing current came to the village all the poles & wire were removed

& replaced with wood poles & four wires plus a lighting wire onthe top ,the three
were for three phage sapply plus a, neutral. People were encouraged to have one
power point & two lights installed free to use up the current. The new generating
station was built at Morwellham worked by water tmrbines with water taken rrom
the old canal feeding a reservoir high above the generating station.

During the time we had D.C current wireless sets were operated with a wet & dry
battery, the wet batteryhad to belcharged up every so ofted & I had worked out

a system where if a light was switched on in our house in Cornwall St it charged
up cur wet battery (knowras an accumalator). When the time came for the changeO
over to AfS current the electrician (Harry Cundy) was stumped as the old way of
measuring the amonat of electrricty used was oy passing the current through a
coloumb of mecury I had connected a switch via the meter to my bedroom behind
the supply for charging our accumalator, this was making the wires he connected

a short circuit.

Before the D/€ supply came 10 the village we used to take our accumalators to =
Mr Price at Bedford Villas who used to generate his own electricty to be charged
I think it used to be Q pence per battery
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