
Lighting & Heati-ng in the village' IqIl- I99i

Lighting was obtained. by either canciies or parafinS lamps, usaualy one i'/as

stcod. onthe table,air,h a ta}I pillar & containing a double burne'r. The glass

around the burners had to be cleaned e./ery day & *uhe vrick'Lrirnmed. Cne had to

turnupthe';ickVer}rlittletostartwi|,hasltcoul.lcrackthelarnpSlass
A ver useful, lanp ca1led ihe Tiile;' Save a nore powerful 1:-5ht & consisted of
a smafl mantle, +,his was a I'rery fraglfe f i*""j-ng & when lit 'ii 'vas ^."u'p:d :p.
toapreasuretcretaintheligh*'.candtes',vereusednostly-forioinS'"o1ec'
&acand].es.'ickwaisusedwithas:.ralfhandletoholdit.
ileating i.Jas o/ parrafi-n ior ei',ner a douol-e burner (:eautrr:<) lor 31sv n6r'"in$
!. a ari -,, o t-s| -coo,<ing or irf ii.r etc , this nad a sinalf area arSund- Lhe Dulrnei:
ur a P! ":-;:;;-;?*.-1"-'"' the burner, urhen *,it:-s rac burnt ':ut& meihela.ied spirit lii in '"he area arouno'
:t ne,."LeCj L::e lu:::er & ',he ',':.':el 'i:iC:l '-ZC a pu::p '{3S prt'su:isad -'h ' s ;-rr'-e :lu-:

nrri io , roo; oez1., quite of ten .i. prictier aad io be u=ei' 'i'o 'Jl-ear -; sn:ii1 ;et
{r!'u * u.'""
ljurin;l:trpclloliI,q27-2geleci::l:-"ir''r'isi-ns:r:l-ledinihevlii:'ge'3:''i:po're-j--c4€
r-.r:, ,r-din; ,.ivs aT:?c:3d 1-rn the Do":n "'iili:ll 

i-t'ls 'oeen iur:neC -: n:o t r-'iill::'''-''; -:no'n r'-G

,,1:nr.s f .jLrr. Ii ,.,'iis ':. cii i:): -;ilriir. ,:r.Ii3i cif on t'he Scu*'h 
"iee 

t -ii:"':'l'+riCIi -'f

:)ni-,;-l: +h' ! r*"1?rl-'-. ihcre t=o t;;=::< l-f -' :: lg" rrn*'ri:J:; -::r 
t' :i:; / 

'q''''
l1"tes.'!he::e.ve::e ICO:i ;he il;ti3rl'1 3:i:r:inJ up 3n :Lp-)T'):':.-''oit::5e ci 200 1:';
vci.,s ,er oli: +rerj,Thei' ;ere sr t,ua',ed. cn :t ,+cod struc*;ure 1ii rif t-he g:o"lii & al-l

cou-:l-ed. up',nri'-rt heavl' JC'nn3l';crs'
Tn tho i'en 'ru,ilrlo 

""agio,' 
ol :he lu'1':in5 '-:iere was a i'is !:n6;; Jn6ine ";rjh a

Irr urrv o,''r -

lar5e fl;rwheei, lin5ie :;rllneer &. - \-:;e j;nt-,..no criven rii+rii :1. :eii lrc:l ll-.e

engtne 6'enel-ating )ir:ct ,l ,l:'rc'nl ci :pp::o:< 200 vo1+"s ' S+r"tl'':-nS 
"ne 

€l$'llur 'i&S

'cv ne.-i:.n;: -l ::;t i:':n:1cc:'-::err hr:e l-::*-:.iAe'.c -'he ?ndlll3 r+ith a 1:l5e :lrrv i'-a-mp

;il.;"in."E"na i"o" :icck ,, rs rerl :'.o*, , :.he cil aas irtl::ui' lrl f: -'r:prcssed- --::

ai1o.,vec i-n 1:he enoine ichich '.urned. i::e i1r' rheel- & aniay j-+u ."/€I]l l'-l:: not -'I'""airs

The idea oi -;ce bat:eries wrls a.+. Ii ocl-ccr each ni;n*" ihe engine iias stopped &

the current. cc]lectec i::cin -ujl'€I]l ,JfltilJ- early :ncln].nb .,vherr =,ie enSine .'l.nS Sia.I+;€d

to recharge *u.em. Il nore *,haJt usual people 
"vere 

uselnE -un? ?l-ec--r:c*'y clur:ing

the ni-ght in ihe no.rning.]usi a o.1cw ras cb,-a:-ned -:.ICn,,he 1i5r'--ru]b.
ver;. l'er.i people :-:. :hcse ::^;'s HaC a :covc'I. so :lost11- -'he aiec lricil' ri;S i;r light
Tn-p <rr.-l.r r-.. ncrricd aut by j"lessrs Christ,v of Chelrasfcro & Sa,n Ja"mes nad -'he

( j:: ;:"i;:.;; fi;;";r;*",gi"= & i+us main+,enance. Aii the poies carrl'rn5 the

*ires i:.'uhe 'rf t:n-g" ./ere nr:i3 oi steel. l/hen 3n)/cne c?ne In :cnrlc |" '^ritn -')"is )'C
nrrrroni. i t tusheO one awa.ir ,qi'ih a nasty jo1*u not ij'ke *"oda;s !"f c CUIIsIl*u whii:h
uu!* eir u 4 " i

holC;'ou.
t.,rhen al.uerna.toin$ current cajne to'une vj-llage all +"he poles & wile,+ere rer'ioved

& replaced with i.rocd poles & f our wlres plus a iighting wire onthe top , the three

werefcrthreephaspsuppryplusa,neutraf.Peopleirleleencouragedtohaveone
power point & two lights insiriLl-ed iree to use up the current' The new Senera'uing

stat;-on was buil-t at l,lorwell-ham workecl by water turbines with rvater taken irom

the oId canal feeding a reservoir high above the generatin; station'
During the time we had l.C current wireless sets were operated with a wet & dry

batiery, the wet batteryltad io bftharged up every so ofted & I had worked out

asystemwhereifalight.lasswitcheconincurhouseinCornwal]stitcharged
up,)ur ""t i"iturv-it"Errias an accumalator). tmen the time carne -for the changeo

over to A/3. curre.rt 
-ttru elecirician (Harry Cundy) was stumped as the old way of

measuring the amouilt of elec+'rricty used was r-'y passing the current through a

coloumb of mecury I had connected a switch via the meter to ray bedrooin behind

the supply for charging our. accumalator, this was making the wires he connected

a short circuit.
Before the D/e suPPlY c3lI18 'vo

i{r Price at 3edford Vi11as who

I think it used to be t Pence
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the village \./e used to tate our accumalators to a

used to generate his own electricty to be charged
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