Bere Ferrers notes from conversations in the mid-1980s with the late Mr. Jack Pedlar 
Stone from Vinegar Hill Quarry was used to build the former Church school in Bere Ferrers in the late 19th century, now the Church HallBefore this school opened, the village school was at Parsonage Farm, - just to south of the old cow sheds (its walls were still standing). For a time, the school was housed in the Methodist Hall. [Note: the stone is pale volcanic felsite, also known as elvan, which more massive than the slate rocks that make up most of the Bere Peninsula. It was often used in medieval churches. There are also outcrops on Roborough Down].
The valley above Parsonage Farm was written of as ‘Happy Valley’ by Mrs Shelley (the Rector’s wife) in the 19th century. In the earlier 20th century, the valley was full of fruit trees, especially large black cherries (‘brandy mazzards’ and others). There were soft fruit bushes lower down.

Parsonage Farm became the Rector’s stables and coach house, where his coach was kept (a ‘brougham’?). The Rector’s coachman (named Horn in 1851) lived there. Visitors’ coaches were kept at the Rectory coach house.

‘Walfords entertainers’ had a week’s stay in Bere Ferrers.

A china seller came over Chucksford to Bere Ferrers (across the Tavy) – he was a cockney in a bowler hat.

Hallowell Quay was in use into the early 20th century for Dock dung (Mr.Pedlar quoted a price of 100 tons for £6).

Flour was brought by motorboat from Budshead Mill (including for the Rector), by a Mr. Doney. His motorboat landed the flour at Bere Ferrers Quay and it was taken from there to Bere Alston (possibly in the 1920s-1930s depression?)

Bere Ferrers ‘tea fields’ (the ‘party fields’) declined due to the increasing range of alternative excursions from Plymouth, especially to the seaside. Mineral bottles came by train and empties were taken back from the party fields’.
A favourite saying of Mr Pedlar: ‘one golden day forgives the weary year’.
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