Farms in the Parish of Bere Ferrers: Bere Barton and New Barn farm

Information from Mr Rex Toll, in Bere Local History Archive

The largest farm in the parish had fields of 60 acres. The farm is situated in the middle
of Bere Ferrers with a stone wall surrounding the old bouse and outbuildings. The farm house
dates back to around 1500 and had a passage from the church to the farm. Much alteration
has been made to the interior and exterior. It had a very old hearth fire place where a wood
settle could be placed - all with the usual irons hanging to receive old cooking utensils. One
was an adjustable iron, similar to an old saw. The fire had no grating and was lit on the flat
surface; a large log, known a ‘backing log’, was always used to keep the fire going. Small sticks
were kept near when the fire was needed to be brightened up. There was a cloam oven! in

the rear wall which could take something large.

One day a year a rabbit shoot was arranged, and when the Dawes lived in the farm
house, with all taking part, a very large oak table was used. The window seat and stools had
to be used to accommodate the fair number of people. (I was one of them). There was roast
beef, pork and other cooked items. Cider was the drink of choice, plus something else. The
Dawes comprised Mr and Mrs, plus three sons and one daughter. All the boys went to
Tavistock Grammar School by train from Bere Ferrers station while Mary, the daughter, went

to a private school in Tavistock. (I think it might have been Huckle’s Girls Private School.)

The water supply came from a spring higher up the farm from a small reservoir, altered
some time ago to allow bathrooms etc., to be added to the farm house, plus new box frame

windows fitted to the front elevation. During the alterations my son Nigel came across a very

1 A clome oven (or cloam oven) is a type of masonry oven. It has a removable door made of clay or
alternatively a cast-iron door, and was a standard fitting for most kitchen fireplaces
in Cornwall and Devon.(BBC History of the World)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masonry_oven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devon

old toilet on the first floor. It consisted of an opening over a built circular area leading down
to the ground floor where it seemed a supply of water was flowing. This was taken away by

some form of drain to the river. The local press provided some information about this find.

A tennis court was formed at the front of the property. The contractors had some
difficulty with the owner about the colour. The contractors came to me for advice about it.

When they left they remarked, ‘We wish we had spoken to you before we took on this work!”

Much work was carried out when the ownership changed; accommodation being
formed by converting the outbuilding. The farm has been altered so much from the time we
worked on it. | think at one time New Barn Farm was part of Barton Farm, as the farm house
is not old. It was farmed in approximately 1920 by the Stevens, when my father carried out
work etc., to the house. It meant a fair walk from home to the farm. Sometimes we were able

to walk on the side of the railway. If raining we would catch the train to Bere Alston.

New Barn Farm is bounded by the river and railway, while a private road leads from
near the station to the farm via a bridge over the railway. Not far from New Barn Farm is a
natural pond. This encourages wildlife: Water hens, ducks and many birds which do not
naturally come to England. There is a middle (an island?) in the centre of the pond to which it
is not possible to gain access. Here the birds are safe. (This pond was reported in 2014 as not

having been kept in good condition.)

After one wet summer, the 40 acres of growing corn was not able to be cut, hence it
grew without further attention. Mr. Stephens, with two pairs of horses and the cutting
machine harvested this corn so all was not lost. This could have been around the 1920s at
the time | was visiting the farm with my father whilst he was working on a new kitchen

attached to the rear of the farm house. This work was for a Mr. W. Stevens who had a



daughter who married Steve Hillson and now lives in a bungalow near the bridge over the
railway which was built by Mr. Leithbridge, a builder who came up from Plymouth. He built
‘Wren Park’ in Bedford Street, Bere Alston. It was built during the First World War. The limit

was £100 per month for materials.

Some years ago Mr. Stevens planted some potatoes near the river opposite
Cargreen, and could not understand why the stalks were dying. Making an inspection he
found that the potatoes had been removed, interfering with the growth of the stalks.
Putting things together though, someone was coming on by boat from across the river and
stealing the potatoes! After a few late nights he was rewarded by catching the thieves with
bags all ready to take away the potatoes by boat. Mr. Stevens and his assistant were able to
inform the police and | think it was a prosecution case. What happened to the boat etc, can

only be guessed, but put a stop to the stealing.






